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Welcome to your newsletter. It is designed to keep you informed of forthcoming courses 

and exercises plus any events.  

 

We are now having one meeting per month. This is because if anyone misses the three 

monthly meetings , itôs a long period of time until the next one. It also allows us to keep 

our training/ practice up ñbecause letôs face it if we donôt use, we lose itò.  

 

ñAnd o n the subject of trainingò. If there is anything that you guys and girls want to 

cover in our training nights, please drop me a line at kkmcguiness@paradise.net.nz  and 

Iôll pass it on to the right person. 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS  

The next  meeting will be held on Thursday  4 th  October .  Dave  Walker will email members 

with a time and meeting place.  I believe t his may  be a  Technology and Comms  training  

night . 

 

SWAZI RAINCOATS  

Some SAR raincoats have been donated for you r use.  

These are on a bond scheme , the bond is $195 and you  

get it back when you hand the coat back. The  jacket  

looks very professional and it really stand out the se bits of  

kit are  brilliant , waterproof and very durable . There sho uld  

be some  for you to look at  when we have our meeting s at  

the Wellington Central Police Station.                                     

                                                                   WELSAR JACKET 

ALMOST CALL OUTS  

A quick update on the latest jobs:   

 

Wed 12 Sept :  Deo C xxxx  was reported missing from his home in Newlands. He has 

leukaemia, and had 3 bouts of chemo last year prior to undergoing a bone marrow 

transplant earlier this year. He is on a raft of pretty serious medications with their own 

particular blend of  side effects.  

 

His wife arrived home around 1.30pm to find him gone. She phone d a few friends before 

calling us (Police) around 5pm. She did not think he would have the energy to get to the 

end of the street, and was quite distraught that he was gone.   

 

Police GDB staff searched the house and all properties in their street -  knowing which 

particular staff had done that, I was very confident that had been done properly. The 

late shift Sergeant managed to get enough staff to complete a property search out t o 

300m (more or less) with no result. We got onto media early, plus notifications to taxis 

& Newlands Coach Services. A neighbour reported seeing him sitting near the garage at 

the front of the property around 1pm, and the family reported $20 was missing f rom the 

house. Having turned up nothing as a result of the search, it was starting to look as if he 
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had been picked up by a friend and simply forgot to say where he was going. We didn't 

seem to have a  lot to go on.   

 

I spoke with his oncologist, who discou nted any suicidal or self -harm possibilities. He did 

say, however, that one of the medications he was on to reduce diabetes had resulted in 

at least one hospital admission for hypoglycaemia. He was taken off this medication as a 

result.   

 

Around 3 pm a fri end of the family saw him on Ladbrooke Drive -  knew he was missing, 

and took him back home.   

 

He had decided it was a nice day for a walk and strolled into Ladbrooke Drive looking for 

a track he knew of near the marae. He found the track, but simply ran ou t of energy for 

the return, and dossed down under a bush until morning. He said he was quite cold 

overnight, but started to warm up when the sun came out the next day, to the point 

where he felt his energy had recovered enough for him to start moving again . He was 

slowly making his way back home when he was found. He was seen by Ambulance 

officers, but spent a night in hospital for observation.   

 

Sat night job:  Stuart M XXX and his teenage son left home in Paraparaumu around 

1.30pm intending to do some hunti ng in the Maungatuks. He left his wife a map showing 

they would be around Devils Staircase. They said  they would be out around 6pm. A t 

11.30pm his wife phoned Comms to say they had not turned up. GDB staff did some 

enquiries that located the car still lock ed where they had left it near Dusty Miller's place. 

The Search Urgency assessment did not indicate an urgent response, so I gave them 

enough time to make it out the next day before elevating the urgency. I alerted Dean 

Hearfield on Sunday morning as a mat ter of courtesy.   

 

Almost to cue, they phoned home about 9.30 am on the Sunday to say they were on the 

way out, having simply run out of daylight while hunting the creek beside the Staircase. 

He said he could not get cell phone coverage until the Perhams/B ig Ring intersection.   

 

Jo Holden  

 

COURSES /EXECISES  HELD  

 

Dog SAREX and Navigation exercise ï Makara area :   

 

The SAREX that was held in the Makara area was not only a great opportunity to practice 

our navigation skills and working with search dogs , but it was also probably one of the 

last opportunities to visit this area before the construction of the wind farm. The day was 

very successful, with about 25 participants and the use of the Westpac helicopter for a 

few hours added an extra element of sat isfaction to  the day as well as helped  ensure 

that the teams were dispersed over a wide area, and in addition this allowed teams to 

familiarise themselves with óhover onô óhover offô deployment/extraction from the field. 

 

We covered quite a range of skill areas on the day. We donôt use a helicopter on every 

SAR operation so it ôs great to familiarise our members with the use of the helicopter. 

While winching wasnôt covered in the SAREX, it was practiced the previous Thursday 

night at the Westpac hanger. On t he day we also practiced air  observation skills, which 

was  a new skill for many of us.  

 

One of the real highlights to me was seeing how teams operated with search dogs. I had 

the pleasure of going on with a team and with Sue Chesterfieldôs dog Nugget and was 

really impressed. It was great to see how the team operated. The team just didnôt rely 

only on the dog searching , but rather used a combination of skills such as tracking, 
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sound sweeps, and purposeful wondering. It ôs good to see this happening as dogs donôt 

always get a result (sometimes the wind can be blowing the wrong way for instance).  

 

Sueôs dog however came up with the result on the SAREX. It was interesting to note that 

even though Sue had positioned her dog in a location that was what we though t 

downwind of the lost person, localised wind meant that the wind direction was reversed 

in the immediate spot where the person was hiding (use of an a smoky candle thing that 

Sue was carrying confirmed this). Nugget picked up the scent in what we thought was an 

up -wind location (but it turned out to be down wind location because the wind swirl). I 

was really impressed with Sue and dog and how the team operated. The combination of 

all these skills (dog and human search skills) really improves POD in a searc h.  

 

We only have one qualified civilian search dog in Wellington (but access to 2 police 

search dogs, when they are available). We would ideally like to have 3 civilian search 

dogs in Wellington and it is great that Rowena and Gavin M both have dogs in tr aining. 

We are looking at putting in a funding application soon to help obtain some gear that 

they can use for SAR operations and training.  

 

Thanks Gavin M, Rowena, Sue and, of course , Jo and other helpers (such as police SAR 

squad and the AREC guys) for a rranging this day. I personally really enjoyed the day. It 

was great to get out in the field again and observe how the skills of our team members 

are improving all the time and as well have a fun day.  

 

Thanks  

Wayne  

 

A NOTE  OF INTEREST  

 

A Little Introduction to Categories of Search Dogsé.. 

 

Tracking dogs follow human scent trails. Civilian tracking dogs usually wear a harness 

and are on the end of a long rope that can be dragged in or let out as required. The dogs 

are cast out in an area of high p robability of human scent and told to ótrackô. The dog 

searches around and when the dog finds a human scent trail it follows it. The dogôs 

behaviour, its pull on the line and its body language signal to the handler when the dog 

is óonô the trail and when the dog is ójust lookingô for a trail. When training, tracking dogs 

are looking for a reward as their favourite toy or treat that has been left at the óendô of 

the trail for them.  

 

For beginner dogs, tracks may be fresh (i.e. just laid) or maybe only ½ hou r old. For 

more experienced dogs and handlers, tracks may be many hours old or even left over 

night. When training, it is important to know that absolutely no -one else has walked 

across one of these tracks or in the vicinity of a track before the dog follo ws it. This must 

also include knowing that no -one walked over the area in the day before the track was 

laid. Otherwise you will be unsure what your dog is following and may discipline them 

when in fact they were following a human trail (just one that you d idnôt know about)!  

 

Tracking is hardest when there is least vegetation and ground cover to have brushed 

against the human, and when the scent drops away from the nose or is blown away. 

Consequently, tracking is often practised on flat land with short gras s, pine needles or 

open bush, and handlers must pay attention to the wind direction.  

 

In training, air scent dogs play a game more like óhide and seekô. A person hides in the 

agreed area. An air scent dog is then sent into an area and is directed by its ha ndler to 

cover the area in some sort of systematic fashion. In doing this the dog moves over the 

area until it picks up the humanôs scent drifting in the air currents. It then follows the 

scent, up the óscent coneô, until it locates the person. Once the dog has found the 
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person, it alerts its handler to this. This can be done in 2 main ways. Some dogs stay 

with the person and bark until the handler arrives and the dog receives its reward. These 

are called óStay and bark dogsô. Other dogs return immediately to their handler, alert 

their handler to the fact they have found someone by pre - taught signal, then lead their 

handler to the person and then receive their reward. These dogs are called óRe-find 

dogsô. It is generally the dogôs natural behaviour that determines if it is to be a óstay and 

barkô dog or a re - find  dog, and not the handlerôs decision. 

 

Air scent dogs can search areas that have had other people in them or have had people 

walking through them, as air scent dogs are trying to pick up scent drifting off people 

(not tracks left by people). If someone has been, for example, sitting in an area recently 

but has moved on, an air scent dog may spend some time checking this óhot spotô out, 

but the dog wonôt indicate a find.  

 

Beginning air scenting dogs start by doing órun a ways ô. This is when a person runs away 

behind a tree or object and the dog is sent to follow/find them. This is then extended to 

ópop upsô where a person hides and on command jumps up and waves and shouts before 

ducking down quietly. Having had this clue as to their location, the dog is then sent to 

find the person. Surprisingly where we might use our eyes and know where the person 

is, the dog relies almost entirely on scent and generally will not órememberô which tree 

they saw the person duck behind, but will instead go and find them by smell/scent.  

 

Tracking and air scent dogs g enerally donôt discriminate between people. Most tracking 

dogs will track any human scent trail that they come across, and it is up to a handler to 

decide if this is the ólostô human that you wanted to follow. Similarly, air scenting dogs 

will locate any h uman in the area, whether this is a ólostô human, a member of the public 

or another search team.  

 

In Wellington, Sue  and Nugget, Gavin and Bax, Rowena  and Kaya are the only civilians 

training search dogs for LSAR that I know of. Gavin and I are still train ees, where as Sue 

and Nugget are the only qualified, and operational civilian handler and dog in Wellington. 

All our dogs are stay and bark air scenting dogs.  

 

Watching search dogs operate during training is an excellent way of learning about how 

they work , how this can be utilised and how you might support them ï and, just by 

chance, weôre always looking for volunteers to hide for us! Alternatively, there is a 

diversity of literature available . Failing all of these possibilitiesé.. Just keep reading the 

newsletters and weôll endeavour to include a few bits and pieces from time to time!  

 

Rowena Johnstone  

PS: If you are keen to hide fo r our dogsé ph/txt 027 236 5451 

 

 UP AND COMING  TRAINING  
 

Wellington SAR Training Dates 2007 
 

04 Oct 07   Monthly Meeting/Training  

15 Oct 07   AGM 

25 Oct 07   IMT Training  

 

08 Nov 07   Monthly Meeting/Training  

17 -18  Nov 07   Induction  for prospective members TBC   

 

06 Dec 07   Monthly Meeting/Training  

08-10 Dec  07   PHEC (Wellington Free Ambulance)  TBC 

15 -16 Dec 07   PHEC (Wellington Free Ambulance)  
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The Dog SAREX and Navigation exercise  

 

 

 

Well thatôs the end of the  news letter  for this month . I hope you enjoyed it.  

 

On a personal note , thank you very much to the members who have submit ted  article s. 

This makes the news letter a bit more interesting and gives ownership to the members.   

Well Iôm off to Australia (Tasmania) for a short holiday from 27 September to 7 October, 

so that is why the newsl etter is early  this month . 

 

Have fun and stay safe.  

 

Kevin ( Mac ) McGuine ss   

Editor  

 


