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Wellington SAR Newsletter

Octo ber 2007

Welcome to your newsletter. It is designed to keep you informed of forthcoming courses
and exercises plus any events.

We are now having one  meeting per month. This is because if anyone misses the three

monthly meetings ,i t 6s a | ong period of tltialeoallowsusto keept he next o
our training/ practice upbBcause | etds face it ifoo we dondét wuse, w
fiAnd o n the subjectof t r ai ni ngo. I f there is anything that you
cover in our training nights, please drop me a line at kkmcguiness@paradise.net.nz and

I 61 1 pass it on to the right person.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 8™ November .

SWAZI RAINCOATS

Some SAR raincoats have been donated for you r use.
These are on a bond scheme , the bond is $195 and you

get it back when you hand the coat back. The jacket

looks very professional and it really stand out the  se bits of
kit are brilliant , waterproof and very durable . There sho uld
be some for you to look at when we have our meeting s at
the Wellington Central  Police Station.

ALMOST CALL OUTS

1. Poli ce were alerted at 3pm on the 25 ™ October re a4 -person party who had gone into
the Orongorongos on Sunday and were due out Tuesday morning. They were
experienced and knew the area. They turned up at 5pm.

2. Police were alerted at 9.30am onthe 26" October re another party of 4 - a58yrold
and his children , aged 16, 14 & 10. They h  ad gone into the Tauherenikau intending to
stay overnight at either Cone or Tutuwai, to return Tuesday afternoon. They were well
equipped and knew the area (albeit from a few years ago). Nathaniel Ormsby was the

call taker here in Comms and ask ed all the right questions. My u rgency assessment
came out at 26 (measured response), but | cons ulted with Wayne nonetheless.

We decided to give them a reasonable amount of time to walk out. There had been a

significant spike in the river flow on Tuesday, therefore , the likely scenario was that they
had elected to stay overnight at either Smiths Cr eek or Tutuwai until the levels dropped.
However, there had been no sign of them by 3pm, so | tasked Westpac and one SAR

Squad observer to search the valley floor, Marchant and related tracks plus do hut

checks. As chance would have it, the missing party w ere just walking over the Puffer
saddle as Westpac were lifting off from Camp Kaitoke.

As we had anticipated, the party had decided to stay at Tutuwai last night rather than
risking crossing the side creeks. They left around 8.30am this morning and reach ed
Camp Kaitoke around 4pm.
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3. On 20 " Oct members were put on stand by for a missing 12 year old in Hemimatenga
Waikanae . The Westpac Helo picked them up and the members were stood down.

COURSES /EXECISES HELD

Wellington Dog Sarex Sept 2007

Wellington LandSAR has demonstrated yet again, their full support of civilian search
dogs. As far as | know, Wellington is the only region in New Zealand to schedule a Dog
Sarex into the annual training programme.

Over the past 5 years the LandSAR search dog standa rds have been raised dramatically
bringing all New Zealand search dogs together for annual assessments with police and

civilian assessors. The assessments are done over 4 days as the dog is tested in 6

searches in different  environments and atleast 1 must  be done at night. Handlers are

given a scenario and a search area  and expected to decide on a search plan and explain

why you change it if you do, TCA while running the dog or decide to rest it, and provide

a complete debrief to the assessors with POD. Th is has given the civilian dog t eamsd
credibility equal to TCA, Search Methods, Light and Sound, Hail and Listen.

As dog teams we have to teach ourselves and learn by practice how to work WITH a SAR
team and so it is necessary that we are searchers first be fore being a dog handler and
the Dog SAREX is a perfect place to put these skills together and make a truly effective
search team.

The Dog SAREX has helped Gavin, Rowena and | learn more about working the dogs

with the SAR teams. The searchers and advisor s feedback indicates the same benefit.
From this training, Wellington LandSAR has decided that Special Operatlng Proced es
for deploying Dog Teams be adopted. Again this

is a "first' in the country which shows

commitment from Wellington LandSAR - using
civilian qualified search dog teams a long with
all the other Search a  nd Rescue skills.

Thank you!
Sue Chesterfield

ANOTE OF INTEREST

The Wellington SAR AGM  held at the Wellington Central Police Station on 15 October
2007. Approximately 26 people attended the meeting with 13 apologies given.

Outgoing Chair Dave Walker (Dave is also moving to Christchurch in December J)
New Chair Kevin McGuiness

Secretary Jo Holden ( no change )

Treasurer Wayne Stevens ( no change )

Two other roles have been tabled and a committee has been chosen to discuss if these
need to be actual elected  positions.

WELSAR training report . approximately 296 member s/Police attended a number of
courses and exercises for this year giving us approxima tely 505 combined training days
ANot a bad effort at all, thanks for all your

do not include any live call outs.
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UP AND COMING

08 Nov 07
24-25 Nov 07

03 Dec 07
08-10 Dec 07
15-16 Dec 07

TRAINING

Wellington SAR Training Dates 2007

Monthly Meeting/Training
Induction for prospective members

Meeting at WCP Station for some Christmas drinks and nibbles
PHEC (Wellington Free Ambulance)
PHEC (Wellington Free Ambulance)

Anew 2008 T raining calendar will be available soon.

The West pac Hel o fAfOumr tThaxdse hard to get

Well t h a thé end of the news letter for this month . | hope you enjoyed it.

Have fun and stay safe.

Kevin ( Mac ) McGuiness

Editor

WELSAR Group Newslettér October2007

into

and

out



