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Welcome to your newsletter. It is designed to keep you informed of forthcoming courses and exercises 
plus any events. 
 

We are now having one meeting per month. This is because if anyone misses the three monthly 
meetings, itôs a long period of time until the next one. It also allows us to keep our training/practice up 
ñbecause letôs face it if we donôt use, we lose itò.  
 

ñAnd on the subject of trainingò. If there is anything that you want to cover in our training nights, please 
drop me a line at kevin.mguiness@gmail.com and Iôll pass it on to the right person. 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 5

th
 June 2008  

 
SWAZI RAINCOATS (WELSAR JACKET) 
Some SAR raincoats have been donated for your use.  These are on a  
bond scheme, the bond is $195 and you get it back when you hand the 
coat back. The jacket looks very professional and it really stand out  
these bits of kit are brilliant, waterproof and very durable. There should 
be some for you to look at when we have our meetings at the Wellington 
Central Police Station. 
                                                                    WELSAR JACKET 
 
ALMOST CALLOUTS: 
 
We (Police SAR) were called at about 7.30pm last night (6

th
 May) by the flatmate of a man who had 

texted his flatmate to say he was lost in the bush behind Eastbourne. Comms called Ants (who was in a 
meeting), then called us back to say the missing person had texted his flatmate to say he was OK. But 
he didn't really know where he was - he could see 2 blinking red lights, but that was about all.  
 

Mort and I managed to contact him on his cell phone, from what he told me I deduced that he had taken 
the Hawtrey Track intending to exit on the McKenzie Track, followed the orange markers for a bit, then 
dropped onto one of the possum trails that heads into Gollans. He said he had crossed a stream then 
gone back up the hill - still following the pink markers. Having spent many hours in this lovely area of 
Wellington, I was reasonably confident where he would be, although was not too sure of the pink 
markers up the hill....  
 

Most members of the squad responded to the page, so we elected to do a hasty response with 3 teams. 
Ants headed in with Nick Prince up onto Hawtrey. The other 2 teams headed into the area - one down 
the East Ridge from Lees Grove - the E Trail, and the other down the Gollans Possum line from Lowry - 
the G-Trail.  
 

It took a wee while, but once Ants & Nick were on the possum line - the one with the deer enclosure - 
they picked up a good scent and boot prints consistent with those of the missing person. He was 
located at around 1.40am cold and tired but otherwise OK. Westpac winched him out at around 2.45am 
and took him to Wellington Hospital.  
 

Thanks for the prompt response - perhaps we're about to get busy again... 
 
J. Holden 
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CALLOUT: 
 
We had a call out on Wednesday 28

th
 May in Johnsonville informing us there was a search on in the 

Ohariu Valley area and could members give an immediate response. 
 
The call out was for a missing male approximately 44yrs old in a suicidal state.  A base was established 
at Wellington Central and an FOB (Forward Operations Base) was established at Johnsonville Police 
Station for the deployment of teams. 
 
Teams were deployed and a find was made in a very short period of time.  Unfortunately the lost party 
was found deceased.  A debrief was held in the Johnsonville Police Station.  The following statement is 
from Wayne. 
 
Thanks everyone for your efforts yesterday (28

th
 May). 

  
We were impressed with the numbers of people and the response times of those who were able to 
assist (especially it being in the middle of a working day for most people). 
  
Unfortunately the missing person had already taken his life - unfortunately these things do happen. 
  
If anybody feels that they need to talk to somebody about finding the body etc we can arrange for a 
Police victim support person to talk to you. (I know personally about 10 years ago I found a body in 
similar circumstances and as a volunteer itôs not something you get exposed to everyday, as opposed 
to the police who have a lot more experience with such things.) 
  
Anyway, thanks for all your efforts. It was great to see such a good turnout and it was a good 
opportunity to put all our SAR practices and procedures into operation (especially seeing it has been 
awhile since our last operation late last year). 
  
Thanks 
 Wayne 
 
 
COURSES/EXERCISES HELD 
 
May 10-11 2008 IMAN/GMAN:   
 
Over the weekend of 10 / 11 May, 13 WLSAR and one Wairarapa SAR member met at the Porirua 
Police College to learn the intricacies of IMAN / GMAN (Incident Management / Group Management). 
The weather was initially conducive to sitting at a computer, with rain coming in thick and hard while we 
were navigating the fields of GMAN. GMAN is the subset of IMAN, where base control can allocate and 
appropriate people resources to teams as required for the callout. With help from our two excellent 
trainers Steve and Aaron from SARINZ, we were all quickly able to use the programme with little 
hassle. 

 
Lunch at the police college was an excellent affair. It was a wonder to me that there were not more 
obese policemen, as no-one was seen to leave hungry from a delicious lunch. 

 
The afternoon session got down to business in a hurry starting immediately with IMAN. This is the 
crunch programme, where the real power of the application is held for the people at base. The real 
benefit is in the log section of IMAN, where all relevant and not so relevant information can be 
documented, filed, ranked, delegated, set to flashing and deliver hot drinks (just kidding about the last).  
 
I for one would not have thought so much detailed information could be documented and tracked so 
efficiently as what the good programmers led by Barry Were at Datasolve have done. 

 
Sunday at the Police College started much like Saturday, rain and more rain, so I for one was happy to 
be inside doing something constructive. All 14 of us kept going with the finer details of IMAN, becoming 
proficient in all things IMAN, including its link with TUMONZ 3, a useful feature. After another well 
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stuffed lunch, we came back to do our assessment, which we all passed with flying colours. WLSAR will 
now be in fine shape for Jo Holden and her team to use IMAN/GMAN with such strength that there will 
be one less thing we have to worry about when answering our next call to duty. 
 
Scott Miller 
 
 
May 23-24-25 Wilderness First Aid Course: 
 
The Wilderness First Aid Training was run by Wellington Free Ambulance. 
 
The weekends Wilderness First Aid training was top notch!  I have never been on a First Aid course run 
through SAR, but I have done a few Wilderness First Aid courses over the years and this has been the 
best. 
 
Nic and Andy (Instructors) were able to go a bit more in depth than I've experienced before which 
reinforced the techniques taught.  I now feel as though I can provide some real assistance like CPR and 
deal with heart attacks and bleeding. 
 
Andy's SAR background provided excellent and directly relevant information putting this beyond the 
Wilderness First Aid category. 
 
After other courses I would have felt barely adequate in a situation requiring first aid, now I feel like I 
can be of some real help. I highly commend the course provided! 
 
I would love to follow this up with a PHEC course if one came available through SAR. 
 
Chris Dellaway. 
 
 
SPECIAL ATTACHMENT: 

 
Situations vacant 

 
Are you an energised, self motivated, self starter type person? Then we have the job for youé a 
position on the Wellington Land SAR Committee. 
 
At a Special General Meeting held on February 11th, members of Wellington Land SAR voted to adopt 
a set of rules that outlines a formal organisational structure for Wellington Land SAR. Until now, the 
Wellington Land SAR Organisation has had no rules and no formal structure other than an Advisors 
Group and a heap of keen members. In voting to adopt a more formal structure, some significant 
changes are on the way. 
 
Firstly, there will no longer be an "Advisor Group" as such. SAR Advisors will continue to be appointed 
by the Police to be the first point of contact between the Police and Wellington Land SAR Volunteers 
with respect to Land SAR callouts and matters requiring consultation. However, we now need to spread 
the administrative workload previously undertaken by these Advisors. To that end, a new Committee 
will be elected to replace the former "Advisor Group". 
 
The Committee will be elected from Members of the Wellington SAR Organisation. At least one member 
of the Committee will be from Police - this position is generally the Officer in Charge of Search and 
Rescue for the Wellington Police District, and the position is that of Secretary. 
 
The Group will elect a Chairperson and Treasurer, plus ordinary Committee Members as determined by 
the Group. These Committee Members will look after the following areas: 
 

¶ Training ï including booking venues and making arrangements for Training Courses, plus 
general liaison with members with respect to Training. We also need people to help with 
planning for SAREXôs, new member induction courses, and our regular Thursday night training 
for Field Team members and HQ staff. 
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¶ Membership ï this is the main point of contact with persons who are interested in joining 
Wellington Land SAR, and involves the maintenance of the membership database, including 
the list of active members available for callouts 

 

¶ Website ï our website needs updating. Dave Walker spent a considerable amount of time 
developing our website, but has since moved to Christchurch late last year. We need someone 
to take over the maintenance and continued development of the WLSAR website. 

 

¶ IT Development/AREC liaison ï in recent years we have computerised our Search 
Management systems. We need to continue to develop our IT systems and continue to work in 
partnership with AREC in regards to our radio communication systems. 

 

¶ Newsletter ï our regular newsletter that Mac currently puts together needs people to contibute 
articles and help out with its production. 

 

¶ Fundraising ï while fundraising is largely the responsibility of Wellington Land SAR Trust, we 
need people to identify targets for that require funds and obtain the necessary quotes. 

 

¶ Projects ï a number of other projects will arise over time. Currently we are developing some 
pre-plans for SAR operations in various areas around Wellington. It would be good to have 
people who can help out with projects such as this that will arise over time. 

 
Some of the areas listed above would ideally be managed by a group of persons with say one 
person on Committee. For instance in the area of training there is a need for a person to coordinate 
the training programme, as Mac presently does, but there is also a need for others to cover a range 
of roles such the New Member Induction Course (which Simon Wear is currently doing) plus other 
roles (for example, Dog Training, Thursday night Training, HQ Training, venue bookings, etc). 
 
So as you can see, there are a number of areas where help is required. Many of the roles do not 
require you to be on the WLSAR Committee as such. One or two Committee members may simply 
coordinate the activities within their designated area of responsibility. You do not have to join the 
formal Committee if that is not your scene. 
 
There are fringe benefits (such as the opportunity to have a meal at Police expense in that 5 star 
restaurant known as the Police Cafeteria prior to the Committee meetings that are held every 6 
weeks or so). 
 
We need you and your skills. Please get in touch with Mac at kevin.mcguiness@gmail.com in the 
first instance if you can spare some time to help out. 

 
 

Wellington SAR Training Dates 2008 

05 June 08   Monthly meeting  (USAR Talk at Wellington Central  7pm )  

14 -15 June 08  TCA 1 (SARINZ )  Confirmed and going ahead  

16 June 08   WLSAR meeting  

19 June 08   HQ evening  (IMAN/GMAN)  

 

03 July 08   Monthly meeting   

19 -20 July 08   Tracking TCA 2  (SARINZ )  

26 July 08   Night SAREX  

 

07 August 08   Monthly meeting  

09 -10 Aug 08   Team Leader (SARINZ)    

21 August 08   HQ evening  

 

04 September 08  Monthly meeting  

13 -14 Sept 08  Possible date s for a SAREX, to be confirmed  



WELSAR Group Newsletter –MAY 2008   

 

 

25 September  08  Low Angle R opes WLSAR  

27 -28 Sep t  08  Low Angle Ropes WLSAR  

 

02 October 08  Monthly meeting   

09 October 08  Helo Winch Training theory  

12 October  08  Helo Winch and Navigation Training Day  

16 October 08  HQ evening  

20 October 08  WLSAR AGM  

 

06 November 08  Monthly meeting  

29 -30 November 08  TCA 3 (SARINZ)   

 

 
At this time there are no dates available for SARINZ refresher training until early 09. 
 
The SARINZ courses will be confirmed or cancelled depending on numbers wanting to attend when I 
send out registrations.  
 
 
 
 
That is the end of this monthôs Newsletter. Have fun, stay safe and be prepared. 
 
 
 
Kevin (Mac) McGuiness  
Editor 


