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Welcome to your newsletter. It is designed to keep you informed of forthcoming courses and exercises 
plus any events. 
 

We are now having one meeting per month. This is because if anyone misses the three monthly 
meetings, itôs a long period of time until the next one. It also allows us to keep our training/practice up 
ñbecause letôs face it if we donôt use, we lose itò.  
 

ñAnd on the subject of trainingò. If there is anything that you want to cover in our training nights, please 
drop me a line at kevin.mguiness@gmail.com and Iôll pass it on to the right person. 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 3

rd
 April 2008 (TCA Training).   

 
SWAZI RAINCOATS (WELSAR JACKET) 
Some SAR raincoats have been donated for your use.  These are on a  
bond scheme, the bond is $195 and you get it back when you hand the 
coat back. The jacket looks very professional and it really stand out  
these bits of kit are brilliant, waterproof and very durable. There should 
be some for you to look at when we have our meetings at the Wellington 
Central Police Station. 
                                                                    WELSAR JACKET 
 
ALMOST CALLOUTS  
 
I have had no notification of any potential callouts this month. 
  
 
COURSES/EXERCISES HELD 
 
Search Methods Course: 
 
Over the weekend of 15/16 March 08 SARINZ ran a Search Methods course at Kaitoke YMCA camp. 
Eight WLSAR members attended out of twelve who had said they would go.  The small number 
attending was good for the participants because it enabled the instructors to go into more detail than 
would otherwise have been the case.  
  
SARINZ run a very good course. The course material is interesting, relevant and entertaining. There is 
a good mix of indoor theory and outdoor practical activities, and the instructors are knowledgeable and 
have great presentation styles.  The course started with a presentation on the ñbicycle wheelsò concept 
to demonstrate where people are found in relation to their Last Known Point. 
 
The course then moved onto Lost Person Behaviour (LPB). LPB is used to try to assist in locating lost 
persons based on their behaviour, for example, young children and older children show different 
behaviours when lost.  Information on their different behaviours can help searchers target higher 
probability areas. 
 
Practical activities included observation exercises and practising searching techniques such as sound 
lines, sound light lines. 
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Kaitoke YMCA camp was a great venue to hold the course. The accommodation and food was first 
class and having bush two minutes away from the lecture room for the practical exercises was great. 
Tom came out and joined us for dinner on Saturday night. He had many interesting stories to tell about 
previous searches. 
 
It was obvious that a lot of effort went into this course, so to see it run with such a small number must 
be disappointing for the organisers. I think I can say that everyone who attended the course would 
recommend it. Thank you to Ross, Gemma and PJ for running such a good course. 
 
The search methods course was attended by: Suzie, Nick, Richard, Sue, Sarah, Sarah, Scott and John. 
 
Nick Engleback 
 

Wellington SAR Training Dates 2008 

 

03 April 08  Monthly meeting (TCA night) 

17 April 08  HQ evening 

19-20 April 08 Suburban Search (SARINZ) Cancelled 

 

01 May 08  Monthly meeting 

3-4 May 08  Full First Aid Course Wellington Free Ambulance 

10-11 May 08  IMAN/GMAN (SARINZ) 

?? May 08  Region 4 combined SAREX   

 

05 June 08  Monthly meeting 

14-15 June 08 TCA 1 (SARINZ) 

16 June 08  WLSAR meeting 

19 June 08  HQ evening 

 

03 July 08  Monthly meeting  

19-20 July 08  Tracking TCA 2 (SARINZ) 

26 July 08  Night SAREX 

 

07 August 08  Monthly meeting 

09-10 Aug 08  Team Leader (SARINZ)   

21 August 08  HQ evening 

 

04 September 08 Monthly meeting 

13-14 Sep 08  TCA 3 (SARINZ) 

25 September 08 Low Angle Ropes WLSAR 

27-28 Sept 08 Low Angle Ropes WLSAR 

 

02 October 08 Monthly meeting  

09 October 08 Helo Winch Training theory 

12 October 08 Helo Winch and Navigation Training Day 

16 October 08 HQ evening 

20 October 08 WLSAR AGM 

 

06 November 08 Monthly meeting 

 
We will explore a date to run the postponed Wellington SAREX later in the year. 
 
The SARINZ courses will be confirmed or cancelled depending on numbers wanting to attend when I 
send out registrations.  
 
Kevin (Mac) McGuiness  
Editor 


