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Welcome to your newsletter. It is designed to keep you informed of forthcoming courses 

and exercises plus any events.  

 

We are now having one meeting per month. This is because if anyone misses the three 

monthly meetings , itôs a long period of time until the next one. We can also keep our 

training up and practice because letôs face it if we donôt use, we lose it.  

 

ñOn the subject of trainingò. If there is anything that you guys and girls want to cover in 

our training nights, please drop me a line at kkmcguiness@paradise.net.nz  and Iôll pass 

it on to the right person.  

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS.  
 

The next  meeting will be held on Thursday 5 July in Brooklyn.  I will email a time and 

meeting place.  This will be a TCA training night being run by John Guy and Rhonda 

Billington.  

 

CALL OUTS  

 

On 27 -28 May (Operation Harding) SAR teams (HASTY and Police cruisers) were out 

until 3am Mon day  morn ing looking for 1 adult and two children (aged 10 and 12) 

mountain bikers.  The missing party  left the Karapoti R oad end late Sunday a fternoon.   

We understand they had  little food and inadequate clothing .  WELSAR m embers were e -

texted  at 0530hrs and told to report to Upper Hutt Police station with full kit for a  0830hr 

start.  A stand down was sent out at 0638hrs when the lost parties walked out.  
 

SWAZI RAINCOATS  

Some SAR raincoats have been donated for you r use. These are on a bond scheme , the 

bond is $195 and you get that back when you hand the coat back. These bits of kit are 

brilliant  and very durable . There sho uld be some for you to look at when we have our 

meeting . 

   

COURSES HELD  

 

TCA 2 :  We had 17 members who put their names forward  for this course; sadly one had 

to drop out at the last moment due to illness.  On the Friday evening I took John Guy to 

the camp to catch up with the SARINZ instructors , Tony Wells and Nick Coin.  The 

weather was nasty with high winds and rain . O n the way we passed several accident s 

ñplease be aware of the conditions and drive to them ò. I would rath er someone turn up 

late than not  at all .ò  Saturday turned out a lot better weather -wise and the member s 

were into it.   

 

Mac 
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Well nice and early on Saturday after a lovely wakeup  call by the local rooster,  folks 

started to turn up around 7.30 am  to be ready for the 8am start.  First up were  the 

intro ductions and a basic run -down for th e weekend and what would be happening.  

 

Then straight out to grovelling on the ground and  their first taste of sign cutting (in an 

open paddock I might add) and once that was sorted into the bush to watch the fun.  

Once that was over and some handy hints taken on board , it was back to  the class room.  

First up were  all the different types of sign cutting and ways to manage those  using 

natural and man -made  features.  

 

After lunch it was out to start the aging part of the course  with folks putting out all their  

items for nature to abuse an d for the ónot so shy ô toilet stops. Yes , you read right :  toilet 

matter.  

 

Then it was back to the camp to learn about processing vehicles. Once that was sorted , 

it was down the road to put it into practice. And thanks to the local land owner who 

made this  possible. So it was  back to grovelling on the ground and then  back to the 

classroom with a cuppa in hand to go over what was just done.  

 

After that was dinner and it was a fantastic meal of roast  chicken with all the trimmings 

and to top it off apple crum ble.  

 

Then in typical SAR style after tea it was on to how to tell the difference between male 

and female waste matter found in the field. YES there is a difference! After this it was off 

to the river and processing vehicles at night. This was a really goo d learning curve for 

all.  

 

On Sunday morning we are not sure what happened to that rooster.  A quick debrief on 

last night  and then on to learning about decision points and how to work and sign cut 

around them.  

 

Once again back out to do more aging , a nd make sure that none of  our things had been 

taken over night. Put in another foot print and do our comparisons . Back in to the class 

room to learn about our aging  experiment.  

 

Once all that was over , it was on to the tests for the weekend. Practical  and theory tests 

were  undertaken.  

 

To finish off the day with some tracking in the str eam bed sign cutting banana skins . 

 

We w ould like to say thank you to Nick and Tony for coming and giving us the benefit of 

their knowledge  and wisdom and sharing it . A  most enjoyable weekend was had by all.  

 

 John Guy   

TCA 2 Photos   

 
  Big foot was here .   This is our office . 


