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Welcome to your newsletter. It is designed to keep you informed of forthcoming courses
and exercises plus any events.

We are now having one meeting per month. This is because if anyone misses the three

monthly meetings ,i t 6s a | ong period of tltialeoallowsusto keept he next o
our training/ practice upbBcause | etds face it ifoo we dondét wuse, w
fiAnd o n the subject of trainin g 0 . I f there is anything that you guys
cover in our training nights, please drop me a line at kkmcguiness@paradise.net.nz and

I 61 1 pass it on to the right person.

MONTHLY MEETINGS.

The nex t meeting will be held on Thursday 2" August . Dave Walker will email members
with a time and meeting place. This will be a Technology and Comms training night .
CALL OUTS

There was a standby posted by e -text on Saturday 21 > July. Three people were overdue

in the Makara area. Not long afterthe  e-textthe Police located them and members were
stood down.

SWAZI RAINCOATS

Some SAR raincoats have been donated for you r use. These are on a bond scheme , the
bond is $195 and you get that back when you hand the coat back. These bits of kit are

brilliant and very durable . There sho uld be some for you to look at when we have our
meeting . You can see the jackets in use in the photo atthe end of this news letter.

COURSES HELD

TCAPRACTICE: Thursday 5" July

Well in traditional SAR style it was cold and raining. John and Rhonda arrived early and
went into the park and set fresh trails for the trair
on the trailso). Members arrived and were met by me

park . 11 SAR members and 1 Police member turned up for the TCA training. They were
led to the start of the training area in the park and John and Rhonda divided them into 4

teams of 3. The first exercise was an open area scenario starting from the top of a ba nk
(Aremember it is raining and slipperyao). sAaddl t he t ea
marked them accordingly (with lolly sticks) . ANi ce worko! The next part o
was uphill through moderate bush. Once again the teams were all on track a nd the

team work and communication  was great to watch . End Ex!

The teams were debriefed and th anked for their time and effort and then we all went

home wet , but happy.
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NIGHT SAREX BELMONT REGIONAL PARK : Saturday 14 ™ July

A number of members and Police turned up early at Belmont Regional Park to set up the

HQ and communications for the exercise. The lost party was dispatched with an umpire

to the allocated location to await rescue. Alan trialled the T cards system on this

exercis e for the first time and it all went pretty well. The situation was that two runners
had gone out running , and one complained of having a sore leg and decided to walk back

and had, therefore, separated from the second runner . They had arranged  to meet at
the car park. Afterafe  whours with the light fading, the injured runner did not turn up
so his buddy called the Police for help. After searchingt he area and not finding the lost
par ty the Police then called in SAR teamsto help witha search of the area.

4 teams were briefed and deployed inthe search area including a search dog  (Nu gget).
After a couple of hours the lost party was discovered by ateam lying onatrack ina
gully . The lost party was asse ssed and found to have mild hypothermia and a snapped

Achilles tendon. To further comp ound the situation , it was deemed by the team leader
thatitwas too dangerous for a helo to be called in because of the massive power lines

near by. All available teams and a mono wheeled stretcher were sentto thelost party &
location.

The patient was stabilised and put on a stretcher (our new shiny tita  nium one) ready for
removal to a location where a vehicle w ould be waiting. It was a steep uphill walk on a
wet slippery terrain out of the gully , so alowrope assisted hoist was set up to help with

the safe extraction of the lost party . Atthetop ofthe track the stret cher was placed on
top of the mono wheeled carrier and transported to a safe extraction point approximat ely
700 metre s away (up hill) .

The exercise was a success: ittested the night tracking and search skills of the teams .
The first aid , patientcare and assessment were really good . The scene control , radio
communication and tasking including the extraction of the lost party was very well

handled and executed . The team so6work and professional attitude of the members was
brilliant . At the end Ex all aspects of the operation were debriefed (Base, AREC, Search
teams, Police, u mpires and lost party.) Th en it was pizza time, clean up and depart ure.

TUMONZ 3 Training : Saturday 21 ' July

Well it was the day Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows got released. There were 11
members on this  course. W e all met at the Police Station at 0800hrs to start the course
Luke Linnell was available to runa TUMONZ 3 tutorial . The course was very interesting
and informative: it gave the m anagement and Po lice some new information and a better
understanding of the use of TUMONZ 3 and its application for future searches. The
course finished at approximately 1700hrs.

SEARCH METHODS: Saturday 28 ™ and Sunday 29 ™ July

The Search Methods course was held at Camp Kaitoke over the weekend of 28 -29 July.
18 Wellington SAR members (14 volunteers and 4 police) were instructed by Tony Wells
and Ross Gordon of SARINZ.

Wayne Stevens writes: I found the course really worthwhile, despite having done a

search methods course in the pre SARINZ days. It ds
have improved over the years. In days gone past we used to emphasis contact searching

when we would all line up in a big extended line and crash thru whatever scrub, gorse or

whatever stood in our way (regardless as to how unlikely it would be that somebody

would go take shelter in a pile of blackberry or gorse). Now they are much better

techniques including sound line; sound and lig ht lines; sound sweeps and purposeful
wondering. These techniques, when used properly, can be quite effective and enhance

the chances of a find. For example, using a torch in the past we would often typically use
it to illuminate a track, where as in the ¢ ourse we were taught to use the torches in a
figure 8 and illuminate the foliage - this was quite effective as we took turns at hiding
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from the teams and often you may not see the direct torch light but would see the light
from a torch that is bouncing of the canopy of the trees about the searchers (and was
quite effective, particularly when using really powerful torches) .

Recently | have been doing writing an article for the WTMC journal on the club's

involvement in SAR in Wellington over the past 60 years. My research for this article
involved looking through past journals and newsletters on search and rescue operations

ov er the past 60 years. It was interesting to read how big some of these searches were.

The largest one | came across was the 1949 search from a school girl near Mountain
House that involved over 400 searches - the body of the missing party was located a
wee k later near the foot of Carrington Ridge. The famous Sutch search of 1927 involved
more than 200 persons and with the missing party was 'found' almost at the road

end having tramped the whole river from t he Wiohine Gorge. Another large search

was the 1951 search for Sydney Brian Vial who went missing in the Kime -Totara Flats -
Cone Hut area and involved around 200 searches. Veal found his own way to Cone hut

despite all these people looking for him. We no longer run searches of these size s and
judging from some of these results, we are much more effective today and would never
want to return to searches of this size (imagine the coordination difficulties). The skills

that we have today in SAR for field teams and in the HQ, plus better technology for

radios, GPS units and computers means we are doing things a lot more smarter
than before and we are heaps more effective.

Anyway, would really recommend doing the Search Methods course and the other
SARINZ courses. Attending these courses helps sharpen our ski lIs and makes us all more
effective in our searching. It & important to remember that in some searches all we may

get may be one small clue the whole search, and unless we are all maximising the use of
our search time in the most effective way, we may over look this vital clue.  1dn still
learning heaps even after 20 something years of involvement in SAR i it great to have
these courses to continue to develop our skills. It & great thatinthe near future we will
have refresher training provided by SARINZ s 0 we can keep on developing these

skills. Thanks Ross and Tony for your excellent instruction and great to see so many

volunteers and police give up a weekend for this training and to Mac for the logistical
arrangements. (Keep up the good work .) W hat we al | do, including the training, can
make a real difference in a search and those missing and their families and friends will

be forever grateful that we continue to make these efforts to improve our skills.

UP AND COMING  TRAINING

Wellington SAR Training Dates 2007

02 August 07 Monthly Meeting/Training

09 August 07 IMT Training

16 August 07 Westpac Helo winch training (TBC)
19 August 07 Westpac Helo winch practical (TBC)
25/26 August 07 TCA3

06 Sep 07 Monthly Meeting/Tr  aining

15 Sep 07 Dog SAREX

04 Oct 07 Monthly Meeting/Training

15 Oct 07 AGM
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25 Oct 07 IMT Training
08 Nov 07 Monthly Meeting/Training

06 Dec 07 Monthly Meeting/Training

The Titanium litter on the mono wheel carrier being used on the night SAREX

On a final note | would like to congratulate lan Newman for becoming the new LSAR
Field Support Officer for the North Island. fiwell done and congratulations lan o.

Thisist he new Land Search and Rescue logo.
Well t h a thé end of this news letter for this month . | hope you enjoyed it.
Have fun and stay safe.

Kevin ( Mac) McGuiness
(Editor)
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