Wellington SAR Newsletter

FEBRUARY 2008

Welcome to your newsletter. It is designed to keep you informed of forthcoming courses and exercises
plus any events.

We are now having one meeting per month. This is because if anyone misses the three monthly
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MONTHLY MEETINGS
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 6" March 2008.

SWAZ| RAINCOATS (WELSAR JACKET)

Some SAR raincoats have been donated for your use. These are on a
bond scheme, the bond is $195 and you get it back when you hand the
coat back. The jacket looks very professional and it really stand out
these bits of kit are brilliant, waterproof and very durable. There should
be some for you to look at when we have our meetings at the Wellington
Central Police Station.

WELSAR JACKET

ALMOST CALLOUTS
At 1430hrs on Tuesday 12" Feb, a person was reported missing to Police.

Finns Hxxxx, aged 26, suffers from depression and his ex-girlfriend Sophie Wxxxx believes he is
suicidal. He came home at approximately 3pm on Monday wet, and told her he had tried to drown
himself in the harbour. Wxxxx contacted Police and CATT while he was asleep. He awoke and left the
house at 1830hrs before CATT had turned up.

He was on foot, no shoes, no wallet, no keys, and no car. He told Wxxxx he wants to be alone. She has
told him she wants to split with him and is in the process of moving out of the flat they have been
sharing. She thought he may have headed up into Mt Victoria or somewhere private where he could
harm himself. He told her that he hid in the bush between Oriental Bay and Palliser Rd on Monday
before coming home. He has no keys to the house. His father, Sean, has come to Wellington to try to
find him.

Medical Condition:

He suffers from depression and is unable to cope with the attention of people. He had a history of
mental illness, and is known to the CAT Team. He has recently come to the attention of Police, and is
due to appear in Court on Friday 15 February. He is supposed to take antidepressant and anti-anxiety
medication daily. He does not have any medication with him. His father says Finn suffers from
Aspergers Disorder; such affected individuals are characterized by social isolation and eccentric
behaviour in childhood. They have problems with two-sided social interaction and non-verbal
communication.

Action so far:
A press release was issued yesterday stating the concern of Police for his well-being, and asking
anyone knowing his whereabouts to contact Police. Nothing has come to light so far as a result of that.
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Yesterday afternoon | spent a couple of hours with Chris riding tracks on Mt Victoria and having a poke
around the bush at the back of properties in Hawker St. We went to a few of the camp sites that have
been used in the past. We found nothing of note, but there were a lot of areas we didn't (or couldn't)
access. Mt Victoria, as you will appreciate, is well visited by walkers, runner, mountain bikers, berry
pickers, dog owners and the like. The MTB Nationals are being held there next week, and the council
have been doing a lot of track clearing this week. However, there are a number of spots in the area in
which a person could stay hidden.

| have spoken to Steven Peters from the WCC Parks & Gardens dept. They have a number of
contractors working in the area who will keep an eye open and let me know if they come across camp
sites - or the missing person.

There is nothing concrete to indicate he is hiding out (or worse) on Mt Victoria, but he has not surfaced
anywhere else (yet). Should he fail to appear at Court tomorrow (quite likely), a warrant will be issued
for his arrest. The Missing Person File is now in the Wellington Intel office. It will be reviewed on a
regular basis.

For your information
Jo Holden

LIVE SEARCH

A search was activated on 20 ™ Feb 08 fora missing 83 year old gentleman, bush savvy, but frail
and with a heart problem he did not return from a walk up to the Birchville Dam. Initially not much
concern - good conditions i but his health & frailty are a concern.

Two police dogs completed a recce of the main track about midnight and Bruce J. spoke to Laurie then
I re civilian dogs to supplement the police op. Bruce was en route to the site soon after midnight.

| spoke to Sue Chesterfield who was activated with Nugget. My last call to her was just being deployed
at the track entrance at 0150hrs.

The route to Birchville Dam is a walkway quality track, about 1km total distance, starting at Bridge Rd,
off Akatarawa Rd immediately past the Hutt River Bridge.

Members were e-texted to meet at the Upper Hutt Police station at 0900hrs. Whilst the IMT was being
set up two search teams were quickly deploy to the area to start searching for the missing subject.
Within minutes of being deployed they discovered the lost subject alive and well after his rough night
out in the bush. He did admit he would have preferred to have slept in his own bed instead of on the
ground!

Well done and thank you to all those involved.

Tom Clarkson/Mac

COURSES/EXERCISES HELD

CIMS 4

A SARINZ CIMS 4 course was held out at Porirua Police College on 26-27 January. Pete Corbett, Nick
Coyne and Allan Gamble were all instructing on the course.

The CIMS concept is common to all emergency services, environmental emergencies and can even be
used to manage large events such as Olympic Games. CIMS is also used in other countries such as
Australia and the US. Although common to a wide range of incidents, the focus of the course was on
SAR.

CIMS ensures multiple agencies operate effectively together through:

A Common terminology where language is consistent and standard across agencies involved:;
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Modular organisation which enables expansion to fill the needs as the scope of operation
changes;

Integrated communications with agencies using common SOPSs, clear text and common
frequencies so they can effectively talk to one another;

Consolidated incident action plans (IAP) the decision to write an IAP may be by the Incident
Controller and sets measureable goals and objectives that may be achieved during an
operational period,;

Manageable span of control is usually 57 7 persons or functions one person can manage
effectively;

Designated incident functions is clearly defined functions in each role; and
comprehensive resource management.
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The structure of CIMS includes the planning, intelligence, logistics, operations and control functions.
There were four scenarios increasing in range of difficulty for every to practice on.

Everyone got an opportunity to perform the role of logistics, planning and intelligence, operations and
incident controller. As eloquently put by Pete the planners are the thinkers, operations are the doers,
logistics are the getters and incident controllers are the bosses.

The challenge was for a lot of us moving away from focussing on the detail, operating at a different level
and not straying from the defined functions of the roles.

CIMS4 was the first course with SAR | have attended with people from outside Wellington SAR group.

It was great to have Niki O6Connor from Red Cross and
different range of experiences. Sophie Egden from Wellington SAR was also able to bring in learning

from NZAID experiences.

Thanks to Mac for organising the course for Wellington SAR members and to the instructors for their
patience.

Simon Wear

SAR dogs get Kiwi Avoidance Training

On the weekend of 23/24 February three SAR dogs and two handlers attended the Kiwi Avoidance
Training. This training is essential for dogs entering areas such as the Rimutaka Forest Park where our
endangered kiwi roam. This training was organised ahead of the release of more Kiwi including our first
chick (Maataamua) back into the Rimutaka Forest Park. The training was provided free to dog owners
through the Rimutaka Forest Park Trust (www.rimutakatrust.org.nz) with funding from Pub Charities.

Photo: Maataamua (first born) 2 days after hatching from an egg laid in Rimutaka Forest Park

Dogs participating for the first time are granted an interim certificate and if in 12 months the dogs
demonstrate they still show avoidance to any kiwi stimuli to get the full certification. For SAR dogs this
means they can operate in areas where kiwi are present.
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