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August  2007  

 
 

Welcome to your newsletter. It is designed to keep you informed of forthcoming courses 

and exercises plus any events.  

 

We are now having one meeting per month. This is because if anyone misses the three 

monthly meetings , itôs a long period of time until the next one. It also allows us to keep 

our training/ practice up ñbecause letôs face it if we donôt use, we lose itò.  

 

ñAnd o n the subject of trainingò. If there is anything that you guys and girls want to 

cover in our training nights, please drop me a line at kkmcguiness@paradise.net.nz  and 

Iôll pass it on to the right person. 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS  

 

The next  meeting will be held on Thursday  2nd  August .  Dave  Walker will email members 

with a time and meeting place.  This will be a  Technology and Comms  training  night . 

 

SWAZI RAINCOATS :  

 

Some SAR raincoats have been donated for you r use.  

These are on a bond scheme , the bond is $195 and you  

get that money back when you hand the coat back. The   

jacket  looks very professional and it really stand out the se  

bits of kit are  brilliant , waterproof and very durable . There  

sho uld be some  for you to look at when we ha ve our  

meeting s at the Wellington Central Police Station.                                     

                                                                                           WELSAR JACKET 

 

CALL OUTS :  

 

Operation S TOOPER :  A standby e - text was sent out early Wednesday morning  putti ng 

members on alert.  The go ahead was sent shortly after 8am requesting members to 

meet at the Cosmopolitan club in George Street Stokes Valley.  Members were sorted 

into teams and each team was assigned a Police member.  

 

Jo Holden writes :  

 

Thank you to everyone who turned out to search for Graeme McNaughton on Wednesday 

& Thursday. Unfortunately we have not located him, and the Search is currently in the 

Information -gathering stage. Dive squad cleared the waterways today, and 

approximately 500 flyers hav e been delivered to letterboxes, shops & dairies. As a 

result, we are receiving calls from people who report seeing him on Raukawa Street and 

Stokes Valley Road on Tuesday afternoon.    

 

 

 

mailto:kkmcguiness@paradise.net.nz
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Here is a précis of the search so far:   

 

Graeme Stuart McNAUGHTON  wa s last seen sometime around 4 pm on Tuesday July 31 

when he left his home at 447 Stokes Valley Rd, saying to his wife "I am going down the 

road, see you later". Their home is on a back section, and she did not take any notice of 

which way he turned at the end of the drive -  left up the hill towards the Monastery or 

right down the hill towards the township. He did not say what time he would return, 

although she expected this would be around an hour later.  

 

He is a retired scientist and turns 78 on August 4t h -  tomorrow. He is approx 165 -  

170cms tall, thin build, grey hair, wears glasses. His wife was unable to give an accurate 

description of his clothing apart from a black (possibly) oilskin jacket and normal lace -up 

street - type shoes.   

 

He walks regularly,  often up to the Buddhist Monastery at the end of Rakau Grove, 

sometimes to the shops. His wife did not think he would be going to the shops, as he 

didn't have his wallet with him.  

 

Graeme is described by his GP as generally fit and well. He is described of sound mind 

with no onset of dementia or Alzheimer's. He has a generally positive outlook. He has 

been taking several prescribed medications for heart or coronary - related diseases, but 

his medical state is well controlled.  Some other friends have descr ibed him as a bit senile 

and deteriorating mentally and physically, and not very mobile now.   

 

Graeme was reported missing in August 2001. He was located by Police SAR dog handler 

Chris Best in bush off a track in the Monastery grounds. 2 months later his 46 yr old son 

Neil committed suicide by overdose in an area of bush off a track at the end of Raukawa 

Street. WLSAR conducted a search for him, but it was a member of the public who found 

Neil near a track off the end of Raukawa Street. His ashes are scatt ered at the 

Monastery.   

 

Some of the l ocal residents report seeing Graeme regularly in the Raukawa St/Stokes 

Valley Rd area. He does occasional gardening at the Monastery.   

 

A member of the public who knows him reported seeing him on Raukawa Street at 

arou nd 4pm. A resident at ***  Stokes Valley Rd recognised him from the photograph, 

and reported seeing him walking in a southerly direction on Stokes Valley Road towards 

the monastery at around 4.30pm.   

 

It started raining around 5pm that evening; conditions  were calm and relatively mild, 

and the rain continued intermittently overnight, occasionally heavy. Waterways were 

swollen overnight, but water levels dropped during Tuesday.   

 

His son Andrew thinks that if his father became disoriented he would go downhi ll rather 

that up and take shelter, and he would stick to main routes rather than off track. Andrew 

said his father had mentioned he wanted his ashes scattered at a point near a seat 

dedicated to John JOHNS (friend of Graeme) -  this up at the Monastery.  Dr Jenny 

VISSER, SAR Medical advisor, concurs with our conclusion that the likelihood for his 

survival after 3 days missing is low to remote.   

 

We have spent today analysing GPS tracks and debrief forms to ascertain POD for the 

areas searched. There are so me gaps, but we feel we can cover off any areas overlooked 

in the urban area with the mailbox drop.  

 

At this stage we have no plans to continue searching over the weekend and beyond 

unless new and relevant information comes to hand.   
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COURSES HELD :  

 

NZLSAR Search Dog Training Weekend  

 

It was just gone midnight, as I left the warmth of the Lockwood with its wood fire and 

cabins and trudged up the drive into the starlit night.  

 

My boots squelched. My muddy tracksuits stuck to my knees.  

My dogs outline merged with the shadows, as she paced along ahead of me towards the 

car park.  

 

She was still wet too. Sheôd had a successful night. Two great finds ï one on the river 

flats and a second on the stream banks, and an excellent river search following my leads 

from the bank above.  

 

Still, it was late. Tomorrow was Saturday ï a big day.  

 

I slid open the campervan door, organised my gear and slipped into bed.  

Snnnooéoore, snnnooooé. re, snnooreéé 

I couldnôt believe it. I was alone in the campervan, parked in the camp car park and I 

could hear snoring! This was why I was not in the bunkrooms. I shouldnôt hear snoring 

from here!  

What should I do? éé   Investigate é.. 

Oh dear, it was a dog s noring in the nearby Ute!  

What should I do? éé   Bang on the Ute.   

No! Thankfully, the crisp night air had its effect and my head cleared. Banging on the 

Ute would have stopped the snoring ï I could be sure of that, but what it could have 

started would ha ve been worse! 17 dog handlers came to the weekend and all their dogs 

were in vehicles in this car park. Banging on one vehicle could have started a barking 

chorus!  

 

When dawn broke, I canôt be sure. Iôd been up for a while cooking. But as people started 

m aking their way out of their bunks, the smell of coffee, onions and sausages greeted 

them ï the day had begun.  

 

The convoy headed south towards the new motorway off ramp at QEII Park and 

Whareroa Farm. The trackers had a head start on us, so careful not t o put a foot into 

their area we took stock of the property and each other and started to plan out our 

training session.  

 

Search Dogs can fit into a number of categories ï tracking, air scenting, óstay and barkô, 

and refined, to name just a few. For an int roduction about different types of dogs read 

the next newsletter, but for now itôs enough to know that different dogs search 

differently and that each handler has a slightly different way of doing things to suit their 

dog and its history!  

 

So with assessor s out watching both the trackers and the air scenters, we demonstrated 

what we were confident in and what we were working on. Discussions followed and 

preceded everything!  

 

Only 3 -4 training camps are held per year and there are usually 2 in the North Isla nd 

and 2 in the South Island, so there are always air fares for dog and handler and annual 

leave to consider. Iôve been to just 3 training camps ï one a year in the Wellington 

Region for the past 3 years, so every tip I can get and every bit of experience I can pick 

up from watching others is invaluable.  
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I attempted the biggest search area that Iôve ever tried, supported by Andrew, the 

assessor with whom I discussed my thoughts out loud so as to try to obtain the most 

benefit possible. All dogs have their own characteristics, and my dog ranges well ï yet I 

have never seen another dog that does this, so I must learn how to work this to my best 

advantage through trial and error and hopefully by picking up some new tips wh erever 

possible. My dog searched well, even following Andrew and I on our hands and knees 

across an entire hillside of pure gorse! I obtained an excellent idea of what I needed to 

work on next (including avoiding gorse) and got a good feel of others varied  opinions on 

a number of queries that I had.  

 

Many dog handlers from the North Island attended the weekend as well as a couple from 

down south. From Wellington,  Sue and Nugget, Gavin and Bax,  and myself and Kaya 

attended. Gavin and I are still trainees, w here as Sue and Nugget are the only qualified, 

and operational civilian handler and dog in Wellington. We all have stay and bark air 

scenting dogs ï but Iôm not getting into that in this newsletter. 

 

A couple of final words to say thanks to NZLSAR for fund ing the training, itôs invaluable. 

And to say thanks to the people who acted as subjects for our air scenting dogs to find, 

we couldnôt train without you. 

 

If you want to find out more about how our dogs work, or how you can work as part of a 

dog search te am, or some good uses for dogs in search work, then remember that there 

is a Dog SAREX combined with a helicopter exercise coming up on Saturday 15 

September. Do come along. We need members for our search teams and headquarters, 

subjects to hide, people to  learn from, people to share with, and a wider understanding 

on how air scenting dogs operate.  

 

Rowena Johnstone  

 

TCA 3 Clue Processing  25 - 26 August  

 

We all arrived at approximately 0745hrs  on the Saturday morning and at 0800hrs we 

were into it.  Pete Corbet t  and Nick Coin were the  instructors for this course.  

 

This course is a full hand s on course with very little classroom work  and  you stay out and 

camp for the night . 

 

I was going to write up a day -by -day description for you , but I feel I would not be ab le 

to do this course justice . It is the best SAR INZ cou rse I have ever attended. A ll the 

members who attended were very impressed.  

 

The objective s of the course were:  

 To give you an understanding of the rational of processing a clue rich 

environment in  SAR operations.  

 To e xplore the characteristic s of wilderness clue rich environments.  

 To give you a n understanding of clue dens ity and how it can impact on dec ision 

making.  

 To give you a n understanding of clue processing concepts and clue reporting 

methods.  

 To demonstrate h ow to manage clues within a clue rich environment/wilderness.  

 To teach members to process different signs in areas, to identify the following 

signs and make decisions based on these:  

o Human body positioning  

o Numbers of people present and their  characteristics and activities  

o Structure/shelter options  

o Placem ent and extent of cooking sites  

o Abandoned camp sites  
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o Water collection sites  

o Washing sites  

o Toilet sites  

o Firewood/material collection sites.  

 

The course group  was divided into three separate camp sites and groups were not 

allowed to see each other ôs site s until we had broke n camp the next day and put all our 

gear away .  We were then escorted  to  sepa rate  area s and told to look for sign s of a 

possible camp site and to process it  and record all/any clues found.   The course covered 

a lot more , but I think you need to do the course :  it is a real eye opener and a lot of fun.  

 

Mac  

 

WELLINGTON S AR TRAINING DATES  2007 :  

 

06 Sep 07   Monthly Meeting/Training  

13 Sep 07   Westpac Helo  hanger training  

15 Sep 07   Westpac  Helo/ Dog SAREX  
 

04 Oct 07   Monthly Meeting/Training  

15 Oct 07   AGM 

25 Oct 07   IMT Training  
 

08 Nov  07   Monthly Meeting/Training  
 

06 Dec 07   Monthly Meeting/Training  
 

 
A camp site is a clue rich environment :  ñhow many peop le stayed  here , who were they, 

why were they here, how experienced are they and what sex are they ò? 

 

Well thatôs the end of this  news letter  for this month . I hope you enjoyed it.  Have fun and 

stay safe.  

 

Kevin ( Mac ) McGuiness   

Edi tor  


