Wellington SAR Newsletter

APRIL 2008

Welcome to your newsletter. It is designed to keep you informed of forthcoming courses and exercises
plus any events.

We are now having one meeting per month. This is because if anyone misses the three monthly

meetings,i t 6s a | ong peri od ¢ alsotllows eas takeep our trainihghpradiicexg o n e .
fobecause |l etds face ita if we donodt use, we | ose it
fAnd on the subjectoft r ai ni ngo. I f there is anything that you
drop me a line at kevin.mguiness@gmail.comand | 61 | pass it on to the right

MONTHLY MEETINGS
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 5™ June 2008

SWAZ| RAINCOATS (WELSAR JACKET)

Some SAR raincoats have been donated for your use. These are on a
bond scheme, the bond is $195 and you get it back when you hand the
coat back. The jacket looks very professional and it really stand out
these bits of kit are brilliant, waterproof and very durable. There should
be some for you to look at when we have our meetings at the Wellington
Central Police Station.

WELSAR JACKET
ALMOST CALLOUTS
Hi Team,

At 0721 hours on Monday 31 March Dan was advised of the overdue family (3 Adults & 5 Children) in
the Orongorongo's.

At 0831 hours | was paged to ring Comms. Ambulance had called them at about 0805 hours about the
jogger having found an injured person. Ambulance were having difficulty locating the injured woman
and | gave Comms info where she would be from the information | was given. (As it turns out | was spot
on, from local knowledge of the recent night search for the 83 year old in that area).

| was arranging for Lea Smith to attend in the first instance. At 0839 hours | was paged to stand down
on Upper Hutt as the patient had been located by Ambulance.

It was only when checking the jobs later in the morning that it became clear that the Ambulance job and
the missing person job from the night before involved the same person. Comms became aware at 0930
hours that it was the missing person involved in the ambulance job.

The missing person job was reported to Comms at 2146 hours on Sunday 30 March. The informant
advised that the person had been last seen at 1030 hours. It was reported she had a mental health
history and hadn't turned up for dinner at a Maungaraki address. She had moved from a Taita address
at the weekend and had been unsettled since moving and had a history of self harm. The informant was
advised to come to the station the next morning with a photo. Her vehicle details were passed to patrols
to keep an eye out for that night. SAR was not advised.

Note: The Orongoronogo party turned up at the visitor centre at about 1140 hours on Monday 31 March
and | was advised by the informant within minutes of this. They had gone in on Saturday with light rain
falling. They stayed at a private hut owned by Anahera and Marcus Pine next to Spud hut. When they
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went to come out on Sunday, the river was too high so they went back to the hut. Marcus, the hut
owner, had gone in to find out what had happened and met them at big bend. It is a catchment area,
and apparently, according to the informant, the water board had diverted the water so the river came
down which meant the overdue party were able to come out.

Mort took over the pager again at 1108 hours.
Dan O6Connell
COURSES/EXERCISES HELD

Thursday 3™ April TCA Training:

Rhonda and Sue ran a TCA training evening they set up some tracks and clues in the Trelissick park /
Ngaio gorge area. All reports indicate this was a successful evening and geared up for a range of
experience levels. Well done and thank you arranging the evening.

SPECIAL ATTACHMENT:

Situations vacant

Are you an energised, self motivated, self starter type person? Then we have thejobf or youé a
position on the Wellington Land SAR Committee.

At a Special General Meeting held on February 11th, members of Wellington Land SAR voted to adopt
a set of rules that outlines a formal organisational structure for Wellington Land SAR. Until now, the
Wellington Land SAR Organisation has had no rules and no formal structure other than an Advisors
Group and a heap of keen members. In voting to adopt a more formal structure, some significant
changes are on the way.

Firstly, there will no longer be an "Advisor Group" as such. SAR Advisors will continue to be appointed
by the Police to be the first point of contact between the Police and Wellington Land SAR Volunteers
with respect to Land SAR callouts and matters requiring consultation. However, we now need to spread
the administrative workload previously undertaken by these Advisors. To that end, a new Committee
will be elected to replace the former "Advisor Group".

The Committee will be elected from Members of the Wellington SAR Organisation. At least one member
of the Committee will be from Police - this position is generally the Officer in Charge of Search and
Rescue for the Wellington Police District, and the position is that of Secretary.

The Group will elect a Chairperson and Treasurer, plus ordinary Committee Members as determined by
the Group. These Committee Members will look after the following areas:

I Training T including booking venues and making arrangements for Training Courses, plus
general liaison with members with respect to Training. We also need people to help with
pl anni ng f omew membRrEnduEt®n courses, and our regular Thursday night training
for Field Team members and HQ staff.

1 Membership i this is the main point of contact with persons who are interested in joining
Wellington Land SAR, and involves the maintenance of the membership database, including
the list of active members available for callouts

1 Website i our website needs updating. Dave Walker spent a considerable amount of time
developing our website, but has since moved to Christchurch late last year. We need someone
to take over the maintenance and continued development of the WLSAR website.

1 IT Development/AREC liaison i in recent years we have computerised our Search
Management systems. We need to continue to develop our IT systems and continue to work in

partnership with AREC in regards to our radio communication systems.
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1 Newsletter i our regular newsletter that Mac currently puts together needs people to contibute
articles and help out with its production.

1 Fundraising 1 while fundraising is largely the responsibility of Wellington Land SAR Trust, we
need people to identify targets for that require funds and obtain the necessary quotes.

1 Projects 1 a number of other projects will arise over time. Currently we are developing
pre-plans for SAR operations in various areas around Wellington. It would be good to have
people who can help out with projects such as this that will arise over time.

Some of the areas listed above would ideally be managed by a group of persons with say one
person on Committee. For instance in the area of training there is a need for a person to coordinate
the training programme, as Mac presently does, but there is also a need for others to cover a range
of roles such the New Member Induction Course (which Simon Wear is currently doing) plus other
roles (for example, Dog Training, Thursday night Training, HQ Training, venue bookings, etc).

So as you can see, there are a number of areas where help is required. Many of the roles do not
require you to be on the WLSAR Committee as such. One or two Committee members may simply
coordinate the activities within their designated area of responsibility. You do not have to join the
formal Committee if that is not your scene.

There are fringe benefits (such as the opportunity to have a meal at Police expense in that 5 star
restaurant known as the Police Cafeteria prior to the Committee meetings that are held every 6

weeks or so).

We need you and your skills. Please get in touch with Mac at kevin.mcguiness@gmail.com in the
first instance if you can spare some time to help out.

10-11 May 08
23-25 May 08

05 June 08
14-15 June 08
16 June 08

19 June 08

03 July 08
19-20 July 08
26 July 08

07 August 08
09-10 Aug 08
21 August 08

04 September 08

13-14 Sep 08
25 September
27-28Sept 08

02 October 08
09 October 08
12 October 08
16 October 08
20 October 08

Wellington SAR Training Dates 2008

IMAN/GMAN (SARINZ) This c ourse is now full
Wilderness First Aid Course (WFA) one evening and two days

Monthly meeting
TCA 1 (SARINZ)
WLSAR meeting
HQ evening

Monthly meeting
Tracking TCA2 (SARINZ)
Night SAREX

Monthly meeting
Team Leader (SARINZ)
HQ evening

Monthly meeting

TCA 3 (SARINZ) This date will be  changing .
Low Angle R opes WLSAR

Low Angle Ropes WLSAR

Monthly meeting

Helo Winch Training theory

Helo Winch and Navigation Training Day
HQ evening

WLSAR AGM
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06 November 08 Monthly meeting
We will explore a date to run the postponed Wellington SAREX later in the year.
The SARINZ courses will be confirmed or cancelled depending on numbers wanting to attend when |
send out registrations.
LandSAR NOTICE:

Announcement to all LandSAR members, Groups and Regions
The Chairman of LandSAR New Zealand, Ray Polson, today announced with regret, the resignation of
Business Manager, Rob Arlidge, who is leaving to pursue business opportunities.
Mr Polson said the recent announcement by the Minister of Police, Hon Annette King, of additional
funding for the search and rescue sector in New Zealand was timely and Rob had achieved what he
initially set out to do, which was to gain a more secure funding base for the increased level of

operations of the organisation.

Mr Polson thanked Rob for his contribution to LandSAR New Zealand.

Thatistheend of t hi s mo navdhfénsstaNsafeant etprepared. H

Kevin (Mac) McGuiness
Editor
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