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This booklet aims to:  

·  Inform you about the training courses available in search and rescue. 

·  Tell you a little about each course or group of courses. 

·  Show you how to access the training.  
 
The search and rescue training partnership 
 

Search and Rescue training in New Zealand is a partnership. This partnership 
involves a registered Tertiary Education Organisation, Tai Poutini Polytechnic as 
the sponsor and standard setter for the training and SARINZ Limited as the 
primary provider of training, in a series of collaborations with key players in the 
sector. This includes the all important volunteer base, structured through New 
Zealand Land SAR and the New Zealand Police, who have primary responsibility 
for search and rescue incidents.   
 
These and other interested groups are represented on a Programme Advisory 
Committee (PAC), which meets regularly to monitor the training and advise the 
polytechnic. In addition SARINZ Limited channels resources from training back 
into search and rescue operations through its companion body, the SARINZ 
Trust. In this way not only are training goals met and the sector kept actively 
involved in its own development but also training delivers a “double win” for the 
industry.   
 
The objective of training in search and rescue is to:  
 

Promote continuous improvement in search and rescue service delivery. 
 

 
The general structure for this search and rescue programme is summarised in the 
following diagram: 
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The training is open 
 
Training is open to everyone, although some courses have prerequisites. While 
courses are normally provided to meet land search and rescue needs, this 
training is more widely available. Other areas have included Civil Defence, Police, 
DOC and other agencies with responsibilities in the wider outdoor sector as well 
as industry groups and others undertaking rope and water based activities. This 
reflects the fact that the skills contained in these courses are core to most 
emergency response situations as well as being useful in a number of other 
contexts. 
 
The training is recognised 
 
The New Zealand Qualifications Authority and the Tertiary Education Commission 
approve Tai Poutini Polytechnic, search and rescue training courses. The courses 
are made up of NZQA unit standards, Tai Poutini provider units or a combination 
of both, and contribute to either certificates or diplomas in various search and 
rescue activities. The units are generally packaged as courses although they may 
be delivered as discrete modules or “packaged” differently from time to time to 
meet changing training needs. When students have completed the prescribed 
course and satisfied the requirements of assessment and fulfilled the enrolment 
requirements, Tai Poutini will post a course attendance certificate advising the 
student of completion. 

 
The Current courses are listed below and are detailed further in 
this booklet. 
 

Search training  

Track and Clue Awareness Tracking 

Search Methods Suburban Search 

Clue Processing  

  

Rescue training  

Personal Rope Skills Foundation Rope Rescue 

Vertical Rope Rescue Slope Lowering 

Helicopter Rescue Avalanche Rescue 

Advanced Rope Rescue Skills Swift Water Rescue 

SAR First Aid  

  

Leadership and SAR management training 

Leadership Skills for Search and Rescue  Management of Land Search Operations 

Incident Controller Incident and Group Management  

CIMS in SAR 

TUMONZ 
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Specialist training 

 

Lost Subject Behaviour: Alzheimer Lost Subject Behaviour: Suicides 

Specialist Search Management Four Wheel Drive 
 
The training is accessible 
 
While your local group may need to do some organising and sometimes cover 
some unusual expenses, most courses qualify for a daily per person subsidy from 
NZLSAR. This subsidy only applies to groups affiliated to NZLSAR and more 
details are available through your NZLSAR regional representative. The training 
itself is normally free to New Zealand & Australian citizens involved in search and 
rescue or related activities who are over 16 years of age and satisfy the 
requirements of enrolment to become a student of Tai Poutini Polytechnic. This 
free training includes provision of the Instructor, training & assessment resources.  
 
The group will need to organise the venue, accommodation and meals if required, 
and specialist equipment as outlined in this document or at the time of course 
confirmation. As an individual who falls in to the above category, you will normally 
only need to supply a copy of your birth certificate, passport or certificate of 
citizenship and fill in an enrolment form when you arrive at the course.   
 
Easy to join 
 
NZLSAR groups should arrange bookings through there local area and NZLSAR 
regional trainers. Others to make bookings or get more information you and/or 
your group can phone, fax, email, write or fill out the course enquiry sheet at the 
back of this booklet  
 
The People 
 
The following people coordinate this programme. Please contact them for further 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe Hayes, Tai Poutini Polytechnic     Margaret Burgess, SARINZ 
Private Bag 607        PO Box 97904 
Greymouth         South Auckland Mail Centre 
Ph: 0800 800 411; Fax: 03 768 4503     Ph: 03 302 9070; Fax: 09 299 7237 
joeh@tpp.ac.nz        margaret@sarinz.com 
www.taipoutini.ac.nz         http://www.sarinz.com 
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Enrolment process 

Student enrolment 
 

To qualify as a domestic student and be eligible for NZ educational training 
funding, students must be a citizen or permanent resident of New Zealand, 
Australia, Cook Islands, Tokelau or Niue residing in New Zealand.   
 
For this reason we require evidence of citizenship or permanent residency and to 
do so you MUST provide a verified copy of ONE of the following: 
 

·  birth certificate with place of birth in compliance with countries listed 
above. 

 
·  New Zealand passport 
 
·  Overseas passport showing 

 
1. name and details on front page  
2. middle section showing  residency stamp 

  
          Certificate of citizenship or letter of confirmation 
 

·  A statement of Whakapapa, including date and place of birth, 
countersigned by a kaumatua. 

 
·  A verified NSI number 

 
People who cannot provide one of the above and do not complete the 
documentation for the Polytechnic to apply for a birth certificate on their behalf 
(cost $26.00) CANNOT be accepted onto a Tai Poutini Polytechnic course. 
 
** Please note we cannot apply for Birth Certificates from outside New 
Zealand 
 

OR 
 
If you have previously enrolled as a student of Tai Poutini then you only 
need to fill in a re-enrolment form. 
 
NZQA courses. 
 
It is a New Zealand Qualifications Authority requirement that for an enrolment to 
be accepted for a NZQA Unit Standard based course (namely CIMS, First Aid, 
4WD) then the student must either be currently “hooked on” to the New Zealand 
National Qualifications framework or be in the process of being “hooked on”.  The 
implication of this is that if a student is not hooked on and does not complete a 
hook on form then their enrolment CANNOT be accepted.  The registration “Hook 
on” fee of $25.00 is to be paid if the student is not already registered with an 
active NZQA number.  


