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Track and Clue Awareness 

 
This course is designed to introduce participants to observation, clue awareness 
and human tracking skills. Participants learn to distinguish between the natural 
characteristics in an undisturbed environment and the disturbance characteristics 
caused by human passage through that environment. Practical exercises are 
undertaken to learn how to calibrate and use a tracking stick and to process the 
clues they have left.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course recommended: for all search and rescue personnel both as an awareness 
and introduction to the world of tracking. Regarded as a core course. 
 
Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites for this course although involvement in 
the search and rescue sector is preferred. 
 
Venue recommendations: classroom type setting for inside work and access to a 
mixture of bush, forest, river environments for outdoor elements. eg: school, 
scout, or outdoor pursuits camp. 
 
Participant requirements: SAR or high viz vest, mirror, tracking stick, personal 
torches such as LED and spotlight/ Dolphin type, notebook and pen, magnifying 
glass (optional) and clothing suitable for work in the field regardless of weather.  
 
Venue hire, participant accommodation and catering are a local cost. 
 
Course Numbers: minimum 12 and maximum 20 
 
 
This course includes three modules:  
 

Module Reference Code Level Credits 

Apply basic observation skills for 
track and clue awareness SAR 3 – 83 3 5 

Process clue rich environments SAR 3 – 84 4 4 

Demonstrate basic tracking skills SAR 3 – 85 5 8 

Duration: The course material is 
normally delivered over two days
and one night. There is pre-course 
work (also available on line) and 
assessment occurs alongside the 
training.  
 
Eligible for NZLSAR subsidy 
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Tracking 
 
This course is designed to focus on discovering or ‘cutting’ sign and making 
search decisions from the evidence. Participants apply the skills taught in specific 
environments such as car parks and campsites learning how to identify the 
number of people, their direction of travel, aging of sign, concept of decision 
pointing and differentiating human toilet matter.  Real life scenarios and a number 
of case studies are included.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course recommended for: search and rescue personnel in the outdoor 
environment, expands on the Track and Clue Awareness course. 
 
Prerequisites:  completion of the Track and Clue Awareness course 
 
Venue recommendations:  classroom type setting for inside work and access to a 
mixture of bush, forest, river environments for outdoor elements. eg: school, 
scout, outdoor pursuits camp. 
 
Venue hire, participant accommodation and catering are a local cost. 
 
Equipment requirements:  SAR or HIGH VIZ vest, tracking stick, personal torches 
such as LED and spotlight/Dolphin type, notebook and pen, clothing suitable for 
work in the field regardless of weather.  
 
Course Numbers: minimum 12 and maximum 20 
 
The course includes four modules:  
 

Module Reference Code Level Credits 

Cut Sign SAR 3 – 75 5 8 

Age Sign SAR 3 – 76 5 5 

Differentiate Human Sign SAR 3 – 77 5 2 

Apply Decision Pointing SAR 3 – 78 5 3 

Duration:  
 
The core course material is
normally delivered over two 
days and one night. There is 
also pre course work (available 
on line) and assessment occurs 
alongside the training. 
  
Eligible for NZLSAR subsidy. 
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Clue Processing 

 
This course is designed to emphasis handling, analysing and applying clues 
during search operations in clue dense wilderness settings, such as camp, 
resource collection and ablution sites. In depth clue processing and the rationale 
and concepts supporting it forms the basis for learning, follow. The course is field 
based with both classroom and practical components and normally includes an 
overnight camping component. 
 

 
 
Course recommended for: all search and rescue personnel involved in the field. 
  
 Prerequisites: Successful completion of the Track and Clue Awareness and 
Tracking courses 
 
Venue recommendations: classroom type setting for inside work and access to a 
mixture of bush, forest, river environments for outdoor elements and overnight 
camp.  eg: school, scout, outdoor pursuits camp. 
 
Venue hire, participant accommodation and catering are a local cost. 
 
Equipment requirements: SAR or HIGH VIZ vest, personal torch (hand torch 
and/or headlamp), notebook and pen, whistle with neck cord, compass, full pack 
for overnight stay in field (including food and stove), tent / bivvy bag, clothing 
suitable for work in the field regardless of weather.  
 
Course Numbers:  minimum 12 and maximum 20 
 

This course includes three modules:  
 

Module Reference Code Level Credits 

Process sign in clue rich 
wilderness environments SAR 3 – 121 6 16 

Manage clue rich wilderness 
environments SAR 3 – 122 5 4 

Demonstrate knowledge of clue 
processing in clue rich 
wilderness environments 

SAR 3 – 123 4 4 

Duration: 
The core course material is normally 
delivered over two days and one 
night. Pre-course work is available on 
line. For most participants assessment 
will occur immediately after the training 
is completed, although on-going 
practice is expected  
Eligible for NZLSAR subsidy 
 


