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Search Methods 
 
This course is designed to explore the factors involved in successful searching 
and introduces the concept of lost person behaviour and profiling and the impact 
that these have on searches. A variety of search methods are critiqued and 
utilised appropriately in different situations. This is a higher-level course which 
analyses and applies knowledge and techniques to search practice and decision 
making in the field in varied environments and at night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course recommended for: all search and rescue personnel and is regarded as a 
core course. 
 
Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites for this course although involvement in 
the search and rescue sector is preferred. 
 
Equipment requirements: SAR or HIGH VIZ vest, personal torches such as LED 
and spotlight/Dolphin type, notebook and pen, whistle with neck cord, compass, 
clothing suitable for work in the field regardless of weather.  
 
Venue recommendations:  classroom type setting for inside work and access to a 
mixture of bush, forest, river environments for outdoor elements. eg: school, 
scout, outdoor pursuits camp. 
 
Venue hire, participant accommodation and catering are a local cost. 
 
Course Numbers: minimum 12 and maximum 20 
 
This course includes three modules:  
 

Module Reference Code Level Credits 

Apply observation skills for search 
methods 

SAR 3 – 91 6 3 

Apply lost person behaviour 
theories and principles in searches 

SAR 3 – 92 6 3 

Demonstrate search methods SAR 3 – 93 6 10 

Duration:  
The core course material is normally 
delivered over two days and one
night with some pre-course work 
(also available on line). For most 
participants assessment will occur 
immediately after the training is 
completed, although on-going 
practice is expected.   
 
Eligible for NZLSAR subsidy 
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Suburban Search 
 
This course deals with search practice in a variety of suburban contexts. It 
analyses factors impacting suburban search success and the usefulness of 
particular search methods in differing suburban situations. It deals with the 
behaviour patterns of common suburban search subject types, introduces the 
missing person matrix and teaches how to maximise the probability of detection 
by applying tracking skills in suburban settings. Unique aspects of suburban 
searches, such as legal constraints, private and commercial property 
considerations and dealing with non-searchers are also addressed. The course 
has a night search and a follow on reflective practice element. 
 

 
 
Course recommended for: all search and rescue personnel. 
 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of the Search Methods, TCA and Tracking 
courses an advantage but not essential. 
 
Venue recommendations: classroom type setting for inside work and access to a 
suburban environment for outdoor elements.  
 
Equipment requirements: SAR or HIGH VIZ vest, personal torch (hand torch 
and/or headlamp), notebook and pen, tracking stick, whistle with neck cord, 
compass, clothing suitable for work in the field regardless of weather.  
 
Venue hire, participant accommodation and catering are a local cost. 
 
Course Numbers: minimum 12 and maximum 20 
 
This course includes two modules:  
 

Module Reference Code Level Credits 

Apply lost person behaviour 
principles in suburban search 
environments 

SAR 3 – 107 5 5 

Demonstrate suburban search 
skills 

SAR 3 – 108 6 12 

Duration:  
The core course material is 
normally delivered over two days
and one night. Pre-course work is 
available on line. Assessment 
occurs immediately after the training 
and through the reflective practice 
component.   
 
Eligible for NZLSAR subsidy 
 


